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Helium, the gas used in the Akron, world's largest airship, 
was first discovered 92,000,000 miles from the earth. Dnfing 
an eclipse of the sun, in 1868, a French astronomer named 
Janssen discovered a strange yellow line at the edge of the 
sun's disk. A' year later, it was definitely determined that the 
bright yellow line represented a. mew element. Sir Norman 
Lockyer named k helium, from the Greek word-helios. mean­ 
ing sun.

Helium remained as just another element until 27 years 
later, when it was found to be right under our noses ... in 
the atmosphere. Three other new elements in the atmosphere 
were discovered ilong with ii; xenon, neon and krypton.

Helium, unlike hydrogen,   will neither burn nor explode; 
in fact, it will put out fire. That is why it is of inestimable 
value to airships. Its principal source is found in a certain 
natural gas, of which the United States has practically a 
world monopoly. There are small quantities in other coun­ 
tries, but the cost of its extraction is prohibitive. Its exporta­ 
tion is illegal, and dther nations are forced to depend on 
hydrogen. The Graf Zeppelin is filled with hydrogen, and 
one little accident could cause it to explode.

The gas is produced at. i pressure of 3,000 pounds per 
square inch, and «t a temperature of 300 degrees Fahrenheit 
below zero. Wh«n liquefied, it develops' the lowest tempera­ 
ture of any known substance, 458 degrees'F. below zero . . . 
five degrees below absolute. zero. . .._ _ ..._

Before the World War, the helium contained iiMhe Akron 
would have cosi :ip|>roxini.itcly 17 billion dollars, for it was 
valued at $2,000 to $3;000 pei cubic  foot.'- Ten years after-' 
the war, it could be produced at a cost of three cents per 
cubic foot.

By a strange coincidence, the number of rivets and the 
ber of cubic feel of 'helium in the Akron. are exactly the 
-6,500.000.

The home of the big ship, the Goodyear-Zeppelin dock, at 
Akron, Ohio, {•. the largest building in the world without 
center supports. It is so large lhat sudden changes of tem­ 
perature cause clouds to form on the inside . . . and rain falls. 
The, Washington Monument and the Chrysler building could 
he placed in'si<lc. and there wiiuld still l>e plenty of room to 
spare. Seven football game* could be played at the same 
lime beneath its inof.

Anyone desiring additional information or proof shvuld 
ton'/r Iht author, inflating a stamped, addressed enitlafe.
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